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History of C.A. Online





At the 1988 C.A. World Service Conference approved a “C.A. Dance Around 
the World,” to be held on an annual basis on the second Saturday in February, 
to support the World Service Convention.



In 1994 C.A. World 
Service Conference, a 
change to the theme 
and logo from “Dance” 
to, “Celebrate" Around 
the World. Celebrate 
Around the World 
statement of purpose: 
"To promote 
enthusiasm and unity 
within the fellowship of 
Cocaine Anonymous 
and financially support 
World Services' effort to 
carry the message of 
recovery. Celebrate 
Around the World will 
be held on an annual 
basis, on the first 
Saturday in March, to 
support the World 
Service Convention.



2004 World Service 
Conference, transferred the 
Celebrate Around the World 
Subcommittee from the 
World Service Convention 
Committee to the World 
Service Unity Committee and 
that "The purpose of 
Celebrate Around the World 
is to promote enthusiasm 
and unity within the 
fellowship of Cocaine 
Anonymous and financially 
support the fellowship's 
effort to carry the message 
of recovery."



1994 Inception to 2025



1994 - Two members of the 1994 Conference, Craig H. (Midwest Regional Trustee) and Jim S., a 
delegate from Northern California Area brought a motion to the Conference floor through the 
Public Information Committee. This motion was to obtain an internet domain (ca.org) and to put up 
a very limited web site on a server that Craig H. managed. The site was to be limited to the 
Preamble, the Self-Test and local telephone contact numbers. The “Escape Cocaine” billboard art 
was also used. This motion passed after considerable debate.  

The domain, ca.org, was registered on October 20,1994. The site was online shortly thereafter 
generating a small number of telephone contacts to CAWSO. There was no e-mail address. CA 
was the first 12-Step Fellowship to have such a web site— AA.org (1996-04-24) and Al-
Anon.org (1996-07-23), NA.org (1997-06-12) all put up sites in the following years. Kevin M. was 
our first Web Master.

http://AA.org


1995 - PI brought a motion to the Conference floor to add certain specified information to the website, such as 
“What is CA?”, “…And All Other Mind-Altering Substances” and “To the Newcomer.”  The motion passed with an 
amendment to allow the PI committee to add Conference-approved information at its discretion. 

Kevin M. undertook a redesign of the website. More pieces were added: a page on the Storybook, the PI Fact 
File, the 12 Steps and 12 Traditions, “Crack”, and some of the results of the PI Survey of the previous year and 
an opening page describing the Fellowship and its goals. There was still no e-mail contact listed. This new 
version of the site went up, but it should have been reviewed and approved first by the WSBT and/or the WSOB, 
but none of them had Internet access! 

1996 - The new website was formally announced at the Conference and made available for viewing by the 
fellowship. E-mail addresses for Public Information inquiries (pubinfo@ca.org) and for technical comments 
(webmaster@ca.org) were also created, and all of these addresses were listed on the web site. 



https://web.archive.org/web/19980115064558/http://ca.org:80/francais/index.html 
accessed 2021-02-05

1996 - A motion was passed at the 1996 World Conference that any future substantive changes to the 
site would require Trustee or Conference approval and a motion was passed to translate the web site 
into French. The Montreal Fellowship translated the web site into French, and provided text and detailed 
information on how that text correlated to the English version, so that posting the French web site was 
merely a technical issue. The French version of ca.org went up August 1, 1997, with WSO 
approval.

https://web.archive.org/web/19980115064558/http://ca.org:80/francais/index.html


On February 1, 1997, Kevin M., started the “Hope, 
Faith & Courage” (aka HFC) – the first Email-based 
meeting of Cocaine Anonymous. Initially a speaker/
discussion meeting patterned after AA’s 
“Lamplighters” online meeting, but soon changed to 
mostly a discussion format.   

In time, the “speaker” portion of the meeting was 
replaced by inviting people celebrating a birthday to 
post their stories online. After a slow start, the 
meeting began to thrive. Due to the very low initial 
cost of operating the meeting, no 7th Tradition was 
taken initially. After some discussion, and a long talk 
with former Trustee Bob L, it was decided that the 
HFC meeting needed to take a 7th Tradition, as this 
was the only one of the 6 points regarding group 
status that HFC was not currently meeting.  

1998 - In August, the second subscriber meeting, 
an Email-based meeting, "KISCA"—The "Keep It 
Simple CA" E-mail Group.  Each week we discuss 
a topic dealing with life in sobriety. In order to 
accommodate off-topic discussion, there is also an 
optional "Parking Lot" list. The Parking Lot is NOT a 
meeting, but, well...The Parking Lot. 

1999 - Two more email meetings were formed: 
"Sisters In Sobriety” is an e-mail-based meeting 
of Cocaine Anonymous. SIS is a women's 
discussion meeting, where female addicts can talk 
more freely about issues pertaining to being a 
woman in sobriety. ”The Study" of CA Online was 
for the purpose of an email-based Book Study 
meeting.

Web page capture of the first online C.A. group, Hope, Faith & Courage 
https://web.archive.org/web/20010220194001/http://www.cocano.org/hfc/

First Online C.A. Meetings



1997: NOVEMBER 20 PATTY TO A COCAINE ANONYMOUS NEWSGROUP: In addition to its chat 
rooms, where participants could “talk” in real time, the Internet provided virtual space for posting messages to 
ongoing “newsgroups,” where people with common interests could exchange information or ideas. The newsgroup 
was particularly useful forum for self-help programs, where participants could offer one another support, 
encouragement, and confessions. Patty, a crack addict who lived in a Pennsylvania town that had no Cocaine 
Anonymous, attended local Alcoholics Anonymous meetings and relied on an addiction newsgroup. She sent this 
letter to her on-line confidante’s while she was trying to stay clean after relapse.

Subject Line: 
Keep Coming Back



https://ca-online.org

Since 2000, the first C.A. Online  
Service Area (OSA) has been carrying its message 

 to the  addict who stills suffers!
=



First Online C.A. Area 
https://ca-online.org 

1999-09-03 - The Conference approves the 
creation of an Online Service Committee and ca-
online.org is registered on 1999-09-16. 

2000-09-03 - The C.A. World Conference ratifies 
ca-online.org as a Cocaine Anonymous Online 
Service Area. OSA Delegates representing the 
OSA are: Michael C. (2 votes) and Alt. Del. Sherri 
H. (1 vote). 

2001 “There is a Solution” meeting began. 

2002 - “Steps On Line” meeting started. 

2010 - Voice meetings were introduced. 

2020 - Global pandemic starts and C.A. moves to 
the “ZOOM” platform. OSA experiences 
exponential growth.

https://ca-online.org
http://ca-online.org
http://ca-online.org


1st Online C.A. Area 
https://ca-online.org 
Today the OSA has 29 Groups delivering 68  
meetings per week with hundreds of members 
participating from countries throughout the 
Americas, Europe, Asia, Africa and Australia.

https://ca-online.org


First Online C.A. Area 
https://ca-online.org 

Today the OSA has some 68 + virtual meetings with hundreds of 
members participating from countries throughout the Americas, 
Europe, Asia, Africa and Australia.

https://ca-online.org


https://onlinerecoveryarea.org

Carrying the C.A. message online since, September 3, 2025



A 2nd C.A. Online Area formed 
September 3rd, 2025, and is 
seeking ratification at the 2026 
World Conference, which 
currently has 22 member groups 
and 32 meetings, 14 H&I meetings. 
(onlinerecoveryarea.org)

https://onlinerecoveryarea.org


NEW & CREATIVE  

Meeting Formats 

https://cyberserenity.org

https://onlinerecoveryarea.org


International Online Area of Cocaine Anonymous
• The International Online Area of C.A. began as the 

Online District within the Area of CAUK in 2020 during the 

Covid-19 pandemic. Helping those who could not get to 

any face to face meetings, giving them the chance to 

begin or continue their recovery online. It began with just 

6 aligned meetings. 

• By 2021, The Online District had increased to nine 

meetings. Momentum continued in 2022 with 13 groups 

now part of the District and in 2023 it had expanded to 21. 

The pace of growth accelerated and 36 groups had now 

joined by 2024, and in 2025 the number had peaked at 

54. 

• In 2026, reflecting its maturity and international reach, 

the CAUK Online District voted with a 98% majority, to 

pursue global recognition. The district has now initiated 

the process to be formally acknowledged as the IOACA 

(International Online Area of CA), a fully Online Area 

within the European Region. (caonline.org)

http://caonline.org


The International Online Area of Cocaine Anonymous is the 3rd C.A. Online Area to come about 
with an inception date of January 16, 2026. They will seek ratification at the 2026 World 
Conference with currently 43 member groups and 85 weekly meetings.



17 Reasons Why Online Meetings Are Vital and Important  
to the Fellowship of Cocaine Anonymous

The creation of online areas and the service committees that serve the online member groups helps to 
remove any impediments that a suffering addict may encounter when trying to find the recovery they seek. 
Barriers to 12 Step recovery that online meetings can resolve include, but are not limited to:

1. Physical disabilities and/or liabilities.
2. Social anxiety, fear of anonymity breaches, reputation, etc.
3. Mobility and transportation issues i.e. no vehicle, can't drive, no license or access to a vehicle.
4. Old and infirm, i.e. physical weakness, instability, and mental insecurity.
5. Financial limitations/constraints.
6. Parents with children or other care-giving needs.
7. Geographical distance (nothing local is available).
8. Sickness and health issues.
9. Incarceration: treatment facilities, institutions, detox, hospital, hospice, etc.
10. On vacation or on a business trip or just out of the country or city and looking to attend a meeting
11. Inclement Weather Conditions: blizzards, severe thunderstorms, hurricanes, flooding, etc.
12. City Traffic/driving congestion and barriers to an in-person meeting, local parades, protests, curfews, sports games, 

etc
13. Pandemics, flu & cold season, etc.
14. In-person rooms can be physically threatening or dangerous i.e. predators, criminals, drug dealers, etc.
15. Age issues, adolescents, teenagers and young adults.
16. Travel Visas, Entering a country restrictions (i.e. criminal convictions) , passports, etc.
17. Venue and parking expenses i.e. rent, meeting insurance, damage deposits, etc.



https://onlinerecoveryarea.org/7th-donation/

The ORA is fully self-supporting through  
our own voluntary contributions.

https://onlinerecoveryarea.org/7th-donation/


The Future? 
C.A. ONLINE REGION

Time Line for a C.A. Inter-Online Area Region 

• 2024-10 - OSA & China Area agree to create a 
petition to form an Online Region 

• 2025 Conference: Motion to form an Online Region 
of Cocaine Anonymous - Defeated 

• 2025-09 - onlinerecoveryarea.org is launched 
forming a new and second online area of C.A. 

• 2026-01-10 - ORA elects its first Area Delegate MJ B. 
• 2026-01-16 - CAUK Online District votes to form the 

new and third online area of C.A. - the International 
Online Area of C.A. - caonline.org 

• 2026 Conference: Online Recovery Area and the 
International Online Area of C.A. to be ratified. 

• 2026-09 - caonlineregion.org launched to build 
awareness and support for the 2027 Petition to 
form an Online Region of Cocaine Anonymous. 

• 2027 Conference: Motion to form an Online Region 
of Cocaine Anonymous

http://onlinerecoveryarea.org
http://caonlineregion.org

